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Meadowlands
Conservation
Trust License Plate
By purchasing a Meadowlands Conservation Trust
specialized license plate, you can both help support
the MCT and let others know about the importance
of conserving the Hackensack River Watershed. The
plate’s colorful design incorporates the juxtaposition
of the human and natural elements that make the
Meadowlands such a unique and important urban
ecosystem.
A Great Egret and a Diamondback Terrapin, two
of the many wildlife species found along the
Hackensack River, are in the foreground while
the New Jersey Turnpike is seen at a distance,
exemplifying the interaction of nature and man in
this critical urban wetland region.

Chairman
WILLIAM SHEEHAN
Hackensack Riverkeeper

Funds raised from the purchase of license plates
help the MCT to acquire open space in the
Hackensack River Watershed, and to protect and
enhance its existing inventory of woods, wetlands,
natural areas, passive recreation spots and other
important properties throughout Bergen and
Hudson counties.
The Hackensack River Watershed is an extremely
important urban watershed system, especially in
the Meadowlands. The waterway has been getting
cleaner following decades of illegal dumping in the
region that polluted the river. This improvement
has helped lead to a remarkable environmental and
wildlife renaissance in the area.

Vice Chair
Gregory Remaud
NY/NJ Baykeeper

The Meadowlands, where the most prevalent birds
were once seagulls picking at garbage, is now a
birding hotspot. More than 280 species of birds
have been seen throughout the region, including 34
on the State’s threatened, endangered and species
of special concern lists. This would not be possible
without improvements to the Hackensack River that
include preserving its wetlands and surrounding
green spaces.

Delegate
gabrielle n. gallagher, Esq.
New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs

Meadowlands Conservation license plates cost $50
and a portion of the proceeds support the Trust’s
preservation efforts. Sales of the plate have raised
$257,000 since being introduced in 2004.
The plates can be purchased over the counter at any
Motor Vehicle Commission office, online at www.
nj.gov/mvc, or by calling 609-292-6500.

Delegate
RALPH J. mARRA, jr., Esq.
New Jersey
Sports and Exposition
Authority

Delegate
HON. Alberto G. Santos. ESQ.
Mayor of Kearny
Hackensack Meadowlands
Municipal Committee
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Message from the chairman
to experience the wonders of nature
together, from taking in the pleasant
scent of flowers in bloom and peaceful
scenery to walking through woodlands
and around waterways that are home to
birds, fish and many other animals.

William Sheehan

The wetlands we preserve protect the
environment in many ways. For instance,
they reduce water pollution and flooding
by absorbing stormwater and filtering out
contaminants from stormwater runoff,
pesticides and other substances that have
a detrimental effect on the Hackensack
River. Wetlands also provide habitats and
breeding grounds for many species of
animals and vegetation.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of
the Meadowlands Conservation Trust
(MCT), I am pleased to present our
2015 Annual Report. In 2015, the MCT
furthered its commitment to preserving
environmentally sensitive open space in
the New Jersey portion of the Hackensack
River Watershed.

We were excited to introduce a new
fundraiser last year that raised awareness
among children about the importance of
providing homes for wildlife. For a small
donation, kids were given the opportunity
to paint their own birdhouses at the
Sixth Annual Butterfly Day held in July in
DeKorte Park in Lyndhurst. The activity
was so popular that the boxes sold out.

Meeting our goals is especially critical
when you consider that the watershed lies
within one of the most developed regions
in the most densely populated state in the
nation. The MCT’s work preserving green
space in perpetuity is crucial to providing
a healthier environment for both humans
and wildlife, and for improving people’s
quality of life.
The year was a period of transition
for the Trust following the merger in
February 2015 of the former New Jersey
Meadowlands Commission into the New
Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority
(NJSEA), and the retirements of key staff
members. It was a year of fond farewells
and warm welcomes.

Many of the MCT’s birdboxes have come
from scouts working on merit badge
projects. We commend these outstanding
young men and women whose strong
interest in and understanding of the
importance of environmental and wildlife
preservation sets a great example for
their peers.
As you will read in this report, the Trust
continues to earn revenue from the sale

of specialized Meadowlands Conservation
license plates. These scenic plates are
a wonderful way to show support for
and spread the word about the MCT’s
important conservation efforts.
Finally, the Board of Trustees thanks
Bernie Nangle, the Trust’s former CEO,
and Deborah Lawlor, an NJSEA and
former Meadowlands Commission
employee, who both retired in 2015.
Bernie and Deborah’s outstanding efforts
advancing the Trust’s mission greatly
contributed to our many success stories.
The Board is also pleased to welcome the
MCT’s new CEO, Christine A. Sanz, Esq.
Christine, who was appointed in February,
brings a vast knowledge of land use
and conservation expertise, impeccable
leadership skills, and an incredible
work ethic to the Trust. The MCT also
appreciates the continued assistance
of the NJSEA’s dedicated support staff
which helps run the Trust’s day-to-day
operations.
This is a very exciting time for the MCT
and we have every reason to be confident
in our future. The past year presented
challenges which the Board met head-on
and used as building blocks.
By smoothly navigating the transitions
in 2015 and the Board’s steadfast
dedication to our goal of environmental
conservation, the MCT is poised in the
months and years ahead to further
strengthen its already solid foundation.

I am proud to report that thanks to the
hard work and dedication of our Board of
Trustees and the unwavering assistance of
NJSEA support staff, the MCT finds itself
in an excellent position to continue and
strengthen our vital work preserving and
improving critical open space, waterways
and woodlands.
Saving open space from the bulldozer
is about much more than aesthetics.
Preserving green space from
development means more fresh air
and cleaner water. Saving parkland
enables people to enjoy tranquil places
for relaxation and passive recreation.
It also means giving families a place

Upper Hackensack River
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One of the MCT’s most significant
acquisitions was the 587-acre Richard
P. Kane Natural Area, which is largely
in Carlstadt and also traverses parts of
South Hackensack and Moonachie. The
Kane Tract, one of the largest remaining
contiguous tracts of open space in the
Meadowlands, was slated to be a largescale residential community or shopping
center. The Trust obtained the property
in 2005.
To fund land preservation in the
Hackensack River Watershed, the MCT
may apply for grants, receive donations
(money and land), and generate other
forms of revenue, including the sale
and yearly renewals of specialized
Meadowlands Conservation license plates
sold by the New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission.
The MCT welcomes the opportunity to
work with public and private property
owners on transferring land rights. The
many benefits of donating your land and
easements for preservation include:

• Preservation protects the natural beauty

OVERVIEW
The Meadowlands Conservation Trust
(MCT) was established by an act of
the New Jersey State Legislature in
1999 and empowered to obtain land
through fee simple acquisitions and
conservation easements for the purpose
of permanently preserving wetlands,
waterways, woodlands and other
environmentally sensitive open space in
the New Jersey portion of the Hackensack
River Watershed.
The Hackensack River begins in Rockland
County, N.Y., and flows south, emptying
into Newark Bay.
The MCT currently owns or manages
eight properties totaling more than 800
acres, from Montvale in the north to
Jersey City in the south. Land acquired
by the MCT is preserved in perpetuity
so that residents and visitors, both
human and wildlife, may benefit from the
many advantages that such dwindling
ecologically sensitive tracts offer.
For instance, wetlands provide a home for
fish and waterfowl and absorb floodwater
and runoff, helping to reduce flooding
and the amount of contaminants that
wash into local waterways. Woodlands
give much-needed habitat for wildlife,
and open space provides for passive
recreation and tranquil relaxation. In
addition to obtaining new properties, the

and value of the property in perpetuity.

Trust works hard to maintain, improve and
enhance its existing inventory of natural
spaces.
Residents and visitors benefit from
passive recreation opportunities such as
walking trails through woodlands and
around green spaces. Just sitting on a
park bench on a beautiful day or walking
through a woodland trail can provide
an escape from the hustle-and-bustle
of the outside world and bring tranquil
relaxation and a feeling of rejuvenation.
In the southern section of the watershed,
the New Jersey Meadowlands hosts a
unique, urban ecosystem that includes
more than 8,400 acres of vital urban
wetlands less than 10 miles from New
York City and in close proximity to major
highways.
Once an urban wasteland of landfills, the
Meadowlands today is a natural oasis
thanks to the hard work of governmental
and civic organizations.
Many species of flora and fauna thrive
in the Meadowlands, which has also
become a birding hotspot due to its
remarkable environmental renaissance.
More than 280 species of birds have been
spotted in the region, including 34 on
New Jersey’s threatened, endangered and
species of special concern lists.
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• Conservation helps to maintain habitats
that exist on the property today for
generations of wildlife to reside on and
migrate through in the future.

• Open space requires little or no

municipal services so the tax burden to
the town is much less than development
of the site. Preserving land may amount
to federal and/or state income tax
deductions, as well as property tax relief.

• Preserving property adds to the pool

of open space owned and managed by
the Meadowlands Conservation Trust and
may enhance recreational areas identified
in your municipal and county Open Space
and Recreation Plans. Land for passive
recreational opportunities is at a premium
in this densely populated part of the state.

• A conservation easement provides

the landowner with the opportunity to
retain some of the accrued value on the
land while adding a layer of conservation
protection to all or part of the property.
This is done without having to sell the
land outright.

• A conservation plan or strategy can be

tailored to fit your land and your financial
needs.
If you would like to discuss a piece of land
that may be suitable for donation or a
conservation easement, please contact
Colleen Mercado at 201-460-3722 or
colleen.mercado@njmeadowlands.gov.

Working with Scouts
We are especially proud of our staff’s work with area Eagle Scout and
Girl Scout Gold Award candidates who take on ambitious projects
within the Hackensack River Watershed.
Recent projects include a donation of three dozen Tree Swallow
nesting boxes that were installed in the Hackensack River and its
marshes in the Meadowlands. The Tree Swallow is a spring visitor to
the Meadowlands. The beautiful, magnetic blue-colored birds are
secondary cavity nesters, which means they must have the use of dead
trees to nest in, and the tree must have a hole that has been excavated
by a primary cavity nester.
Loss of habitat and competition for nest sites from other bird species
are part of the reason why it’s so important to provide these homes for
the Tree Swallows, which flock to the Meadowlands by the hundreds.
MCT staff and Trustees have served as mentors to the scouts and
helped coordinate their efforts. The Trust commends these inspiring
young men and women who encourage their peers and adults to learn
about and take active roles in the preservation of our environment.

FINANCIAL REPORT
MEADOWLANDS CONSERVATION TRUST
STATEMENT OF REVENUES & EXPENSES
DECEMBER 31, 2014

REVENUES
NJDMV - License Plate Sales
Interest Income			
Sale of Mitigation Rights		

$19,844
9,386
3,924

Butterfly Day Bird Box Painting

Total Revenues

$33,154

The MCT raised funds for its preservation efforts by selling Tree
Swallow nesting boxes for children to paint at the Sixth Annual
Butterfly Day held in July at DeKorte Park in Lyndhurst. The activity was
a great success, and the Trust sold out of the boxes. Kids personalized
their nest boxes with a variety of nature scenes and birds. In addition
to having fun, children learned why providing homes for birds is an
important part of keeping our avian population healthy.

OPERATING EXPENSES

Monies raised went toward the Trust’s efforts to attain open space
in the Hackensack River Watershed and toward maintenance and
improvements to its current inventory of woods, wetlands and natural
areas. and other properties. Several community groups donated the
boxes to the MCT.

If you would like to donate bird boxes to the MCT,
please contact Colleen Mercado at 201.460.3722 or
colleen.mercado@njmeadowlands.gov.
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Administrative Services
Program Expenses
Professional Fees 		
Insurance
		
Other 			

$150,000
57,760
46,787
10,184
25,184

Total Operating ExpenSES

$289,915

Net Excess of Revenues over Expenses

MEADOWLANDS CONSERVATION TRUST: CURRENT PROPERTY HOLDINGS
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The Meadowlands Conservation Trust Board of Trustees would like to
thank the New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority (NJSEA)
for providing staff to assist in the Trust’s day-to-day
operations. The NJSEA’s support during this
transitional year has been especially valuable.
Special thanks to former Trust CEO Bernie Nangle and former
NJSEA and NJMC Chief of Sustainability Deborah Lawlor for their
dedicated service. Mr. Nangle and Ms. Lawlor both retired in 2015.
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