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Message from the Chairman and the CEO

Chairman
Captain Bill Sheehan

Chief Executive Officer
Bernard M. Nangle

On behalf of the Meadowlands Conservation Trust
(MCT) Board of Trustees, we would like to thank
the New Jersey Meadowlands Commission for their
continued support and assistance in staffing and
accommodating the daily operations of the Trust.

The MCT was created in 1999 to preserve
environmentally sensitive lands within the
Hackensack River watershed, including 51 towns in
Bergen and Hudson counties. The MCT currently
owns or manages eight properties totaling more than
800 acres from Norwood in the north to Carlstadt in
the south.
In early 2014 the Trust completed a full upgrade
of our website including an animated header with
a flying egret. The new site is easy to navigate and
displays meeting and event information on the
home page. There are also descriptions, including
photos, of each of the conservation sites under MCT
jurisdiction. The website is directly linked to the NJ
Motor Vehicle Commission website which provides
access to purchasing Meadowlands Conservation
license plates. These specialized plates raise
awareness for land conservation in the Hackensack
River watershed and are a source of funding for
the Trust. To further raise conservation awareness,
the MCT awarded a $15,000 grant to Campaign for
the Meadowlands, a multi-phase project to draw
attention to the Meadowlands region by exhibiting the
uniqueness of the area as an ecotourism destination.
Campaign for the Meadowlands will host a visual
display at the Frank R. Lautenberg Secaucus Junction
Train Station in Secaucus, New Jersey in 2015.
Looking forward, the MCT in 2015 will continue to
pursue the preservation of environmentally sensitive
lands and critical open space in the Hackensack
River watershed ecosystem. The MCT may receive
donations of land and acquire and hold conservation
easements for properties located throughout the

watershed. We are happy to discuss opportunities to work
with you on transferring the rights to your land. The benefits
of donating land and easements for preservation are
positive for many reasons, including:
- Preservation protects the natural beauty and value of the
property in perpetuity.
- Conservation helps to maintain habitat that exists on the
property today for generations of wildlife to reside on and
migrate through in the future.
- Open space requires little or no municipal services so the
tax burden to the town is much less than development of the
site. Preserving land may amount to federal and/or state
income tax deductions, as well as property tax relief.
- Preserving property adds to the pool of open space owned
and managed by the Meadowlands Conservation Trust; and
may enhance recreational areas identified in your municipal
and county Open Space and Recreation Plan. Land for
passive recreational opportunities are at a premium in this
densely populated part of the state.
- A Conservation Easement provides you, the landowner, the
opportunity to retain some of the accrued value on the land
while adding a layer of conservation protection to all or
part of the property. This is done without having to sell the
land outright.
- A conservation plan or strategy can be tailored to fit your
land and your financial needs.
If you would like to discuss a piece of land that may be
suitable for donation or a conservation easement, please
contact the Trust at 201-777-2410.
Best Regards,
Captain Bill Sheehan, Chairman
Bernard M. Nangle, Chief Executive Officer
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MEADOWLANDS CONSERVATION TRUST	
STATEMENT OF REVENUES & EXPENDITURES*
DECEMBER 31, 2013
REVENUES

Sale of Mitigation Rights
NJDMV - License Plate Sales
Interest Income

$2,330,584
21,026
6,621

Total Revenues					

$2,358,231

OPERATING EXPENDITURES

Fringe Benefits
Services
Supplies

$

337
204,409
3,004

Total Operating Expenditures

$ 207,750

The Hackensack River watershed, one of the
most important urban watershed systems in
the nation, is undergoing dramatic recovery
after centuries of pollution and unregulated
waste disposal. The river, with its extensive
coastal ecosystem, supports more than 280
bird species and a wide variety of other
wildlife and offers a range of recreation
opportunities. But there is still much to be
accomplished.
Your purchase of a Meadowlands
Conservation Trust license plate will help fund
acquisitions and preservation of valuable
open space and enhance the environment
in the Meadowlands District and the entire
Hackensack River watershed.

REVENUES

Sale of Mitigation Rights — 99%
NJDMV License Plate Sales — 1%
Interest Income — 0% < 1%

Meadowlands Conservation Trust license
plates cost $50. A portion of the yearly
renewal charge for the plates supports
the Trust’s preservation efforts. Since 2004
through December 2013, the plate has earned
$226,943.00 for the Trust.
Buy plates over the counter at any Motor
Vehicle Commission office; order online at
www.nj.gov/mvc; or call 888.486.3339.

Expenditures

Services — 98%
Supplies —1%
Fringe Benefits — 0% < 1%

*Based on the most recently completed and adopted annual audit.
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Municipalities within the Hackensack River Watershed
Alpine • Bergenfield • Bogota • Carlstadt • Cliffside Park • Closter
Cresskill • Demarest • Dumont • East Rutherford • Edgewater • Emerson
Englewood Cliffs • Englewood • Fairview • Fort Lee • Guttenberg • Hackensack
Harrington Park • Hasbrouck Heights • Haworth • Hillsdale • Hoboken
Jersey City • Kearny • Leonia • Little Ferry • Lodi • Lyndhurst
Maywood • Montvale • Moonachie • New Milford
North Arlington • North Bergen • Northvale
Norwood • Old Tappan • Oradell • Palisades Park • Paramus
Park Ridge • Ridgefield • Ridgefield Park • River Edge
River Vale • Rockleigh • Rutherford • Secaucus • South Hackensack
Teaneck • Tenafly • Teterboro • Union City • Washington Township
Weehawkin • West New York • Westwood • Woodcliff lake • Wood Ridge

The MCT would like to thank the
New Jersey Meadowlands Commission for
its continued support and assistance.

